
If you’ve ever ventured up to the countryside by Bridgewater 
Primary School you’ll know what beautiful land this is. 

But if you’ve driven near Bridle Way at 8.25am on a week day, 
you’ll be more than aware of the traffic and parking challenges 
the area faces.

This problem is set to be compounded by the proposed
development of the green belt land next to the school – which 
will have far-reaching consequences on Berkhamsted as a whole.

What is Hertfordshire County 
Council (HCC) proposing?
HCC owns the green belt field 
north of Bridle Way (known as ‘the 
horses’ fields’ – see map overleaf) 
and it’s been zoned for
educational use for many years.  
The council are now proposing to 
move Egerton Rothesay School 
(ERS) to this site, so the land the 
school currently owns can be used 
to build hundreds of new houses.

Why is this an issue?
Our concern is that HCC is proposing 
to move ERS to an unsuitable site. 

Traffic and travel safety
Although plans aren’t available yet, 
access is likely to be off the
Bridgewater School driveway. 

Most ERS pupils and staff get to 
the school by car, in many cases 
via the A41. A move across town 
will significantly increase traffic and 
congestion across the whole of 
Berkhamsted, especially around 
Bridgewater Primary – a residential 
area where many young children 
walk to school. 
Loss of valuable green belt land 
Not only is the area used by 
hundreds of people from far and 
wide, but it’s also tthe natural 
habitat of protected species of 
wildlife. 
There’s also the wider impact on 
the surrounding countryside to 
consider. This land is the gateway 
to the Ashridge Estate and 
Chilterns ‘Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty’.

About Egerton Rothesay School (ERS)
• ERS is a private school that follows a mainstream curriculum while providing  
 highly specialised support to children with a variety of needs.
•  There are currently at least 178 pupils and 88 staff members.
•  Pupils come from 18 different Local Educational Authorities and travel from  
 within a 35-mile radius of the school.
•  The school has undergone extensive refurbishments to ensure
 it meets the needs of its pupils.
•  ERS were approached by HCC about this proposal.

What can  I do?
There are several town, borough and county officials you can write to and 
email, the main ones are below. Should you want a full list of representitives, 
go to the Facebook group or email us.

Leader of HCC Council and Chair of the HCC Cabinet:
David Williams: County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8DQ

Ralph Sangster: Ralph.Sangster@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Ian Reay: 28 Gaveston Drive, Berkhamsted, HP4 1JF
ian.reay@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk

Terry Douris: 21 Hunting Gate, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 6NX
terry.douris@dacorum.gov.uk

We are strongly urging HCC to consider other, 
non-green-belt sites within or outside the area.

Further information on how you can support our campaign
Email us at savebridlewaygreenbelt@hotmail.com
to share your thoughts and join the mailing list for updates.
      Search ‘Save Bridle Way greenbelt' to join the Facebook group.
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